Liver transplantation in Italy: current status. Study Group on Liver Transplantation of the Italian Association for the Study of the Liver (A.I.S.F.).
The first liver transplant in Italy was performed in 1982. With the improvement in results, the number of patients followed, in recent years, has substantially increased in all centres. In parallel, the indications for liver transplantation have expanded and have raised the need for more organized structures where patients can be referred for evaluation and transplantation. Indications and contraindications to liver transplantation in Italy, the role of retransplantation, paediatric liver transplantation, waiting list management, liver transplantation outside Italy and the new Italian laws on organ donation are discussed. The multidisciplinary Study Group on Liver Transplantation of the Italian Association for the Study of the Liver (AISF) has collected information from all the Italian centres to ascertain the degree of consistency in their methods.